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Mahayana Buddhism is a religion of mystical piety and
moral effort. 'Let the monk wait upon his sick companion,
and he is serving me/ says the Buddha in a touching passage.
The Buddha insists on service and self-sacrifice. If we take
refuge in the Buddha, it follows that there is some relation
between the worshipper and the Buddha. The Buddha was.
a bodhisattva, till he attained nirvana. His career as a
bodhisattva begins at the time of DIpankara, the first of the
twenty-four Buddhas. , Gautama battles towards the goal
through innumerable lives of suffering and sacrifice. A
bodhisattva is a Buddha designate, any one who is destined
to become a Buddha in this or a future life. The Jdtaka
or the Birth Stories speak of many bodhisattvas. Milinda-
panha mentions bodhisattva Maitreya.1 Other works like
the Mahapadana Sutta speak of previous Buddhas, who-
are said to be twenty-four. In a sense we are all bodhisattvas,
though the bodhi in us is not yet made manifest. Those in
whom it is manifested dedicate all their activities to the task
of saving the world. It is said of Gautama that there is not a
single spot on earth where in some previous life or other
he had not sacrificed his life for the sake of others. The
bodhisattvas are not indifferent to the sorrows of the world.
They enter upon their course 'out of compassion to the-
world, for the benefit, welfare and happiness of the world at
large, both gods and men, for the sake of the complete
nirvana of all beings..... Therefore they are called Bodhi-
sattva Mahasattva.'2 Chandraklrti says that as the new
moon is celebrated and not the full moon, so the bodhisattvas
are worshipped more than the Buddhas. 'Shall another do
a lowly task while I am standing by ? If I in my pride do-
not do it better it is that my pride perish___then with firm

spirit I will undo the occasions of undoing; if I should be
conquered by them, my ambition to conquer the three-fold
world would be a jest I will conquer all; none shall

1.    Dfgha maya, X. VI. V. 15
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